402   THE EMPRESS OF INDIA'S GRAND VIZIER

massacred by their old enemies the Druses, with
the connivance and assistance of the Turkish
officials and the Turkish garrison. One hundred
and fifty villages were burned, six thousand Chris-
tians murdered, two thousand women sold into
slavery. By orders from Constantinople the per-
petrators of these horrors were allowed to get off
with almost complete impunity.1

In 1863 Professor Goldwin Smith addressed a
letter to the Daily News clearly setting forth the
position of the Turks as a barbarous horde
encamped on European soil, incapable of founding
any permanent civilisation in the regions over
which they held sway. A new Turkish loan was
launched on the London market that year, and it
would have been well for English investors had
they laid to heart the prophetic warning of the
philosophic historian.

Thanks to the blind greed of Western capitalism,
the barbarian horde held its own for yet a while.
In 1866 the Cretan Greeks rose against the Turks,
and the insurrection was hailed by Mr. Swinburne
in an ode half of triumph at the revival of liberty,
half of sorrow at the supineness of Europe. But
the Powers refused to interfere, and Lord Stanley,
the English Foreign Secretary, gave orders that
Greek fugitives were not to receive shelter on
board English rnen-of-war.

At last the breaking-point was reached. The
rising of the Bosnian Christians against their
Mohammedan oppressors in 1875 so strained the

1 De la Gorce, Histoire du Second Empire, vol. iii., pp. 314-
44. My authority for the numbers given is La valise, Histoire des
Frangais, continued par Fr^deYic Lock, vol. vL, p. 174.